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SUBJECT: BUNDESWEHR STUDENTS IN WEST BERLIN 
UNIVERSITIES 

REF: BERLIN 656 

1. UK AND FRENCH REPS CONFIRMED AT TRIPARITE MEETING 
ON APRIL 18 THEIR OPPOSITION TO EXTENSION OF LANENDER 
AGREEMENT TO WEST BERLIN. THEY ARGUED THAT EVEN THOUGH 
THE STUDENTS WOULD BEN ENGAGED IN PURELY CIVILIAN 
ACTIVITIES, THEY WOULD STILL BE FULL MEMBERS OF THE 
BUNDESWEHR WHILE ENROLLED AT THE UNIVERSITIES. THIS 
WOULD BE A DIRECT VILATION OF DEMILITARIZATION 
LEGISLATION WHICH WAS STILL ON THE BOOKS. THE UK AND 
FRENCH REPS WERE OF THE VIEW THAT EXTENDING PROVISIONS 
OF THE LAENDER AGREEMENT TO BERLIN WOULD PROVIDE THE 
SOVIETS WITH A HANDY PRETEXT TO CAUSE DIFFICULTIES 
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WHEN AND IF DESIRED. THEY RECALLED THAT DEMILITARIZA- 
TION WAS ONE SUBJECT ON WHICH THE SOVIETS SEEMED TO HAVE 
PLACED SPECIAL IMPORTANCE DURING THE BERLIN ENGOTIATIONS. 

2. EMBASSY COMMENT: WHILE WE AGREE WITH USBER THAT 
APPLICATION OF THE LAENDER AGREEMENT WOULD NOT VIOLATE 
THE INTENT OF DEMILITARIZATION LEGISLATION, WE WOULD 
TEND TO SHARE THE BRITISH AND FRENCH VIEW THAT ITS 
IMPLEMENTATION IN BERLIN MIGHT BE DIFFICULT TO DEFEND 
IN THE FACR OF POSSIBLE PROTESTS FROM THE SOVIETS AND 
GDR. SINCE PROVISIONS OF THE QA RELATINTG TO FRG- BERLIN 
TIES ARE BEING INTERPRETED MORE RESTIRICTIVELY BY THE 
SOVIETS THAN OTHER PORTIONS OF THE AGREEMENT, WE 
BELIEVE THAT IT IS BEST TO KEEP OUR RECORD AS CLEAN AS 
POSSIBLE IN THIS FIELD. THUS, WHILE WE REALIZE THAT 
THE ARGUMENTS FAVOR OF EXTNEDING THE AGREEMENT ARE 
VALID, WE WOULD ON BALANCE SUPPORT THE UK AND FRENCH 
VIEW THAT IT WHOULD NOT BE IMPLEMENTED IN BERLIN. 
HILLENBRAND 
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